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Introduction to PRIME 
WIDA developed PRIME as a tool to assist publishers and educators in analyzing their materials 
for the presence of key components of the WIDA Standards Framework. PRIME stands for 
Protocol for Review of Instructional Materials for ELLs. 
 
The PRIME correlation process identifies how the components of the 2012 Amplification of the 
English Language Development Standards, Kindergarten through Grade 12, and the Spanish 
Language Development (SLD) Standards, Kindergarten through Grade 12 are represented in 
instructional materials. These materials may include core and supplemental texts, websites and 
software (e.g., apps, computer programs), and other ancillary materials. PRIME is not an 
evaluative tool that judges the effectiveness of published materials.  
 
Those who complete WIDA PRIME Correlator Trainings receive PRIME Correlator Certification. 
This may be renewed annually.  Contact WCEPS for pricing details at store@wceps.org or 877-
272-5593. 
 

New in This Edition 
PRIME has been expanded to include 

• Correlation to the WIDA Standards Framework 
• Connections to English and Spanish Language Development Standards 
• Relevance for both U.S. domestic and international audiences 

 

Primary Purposes 
• To assist educators in making informed decisions about selecting instructional materials 

for language education programs 
• To inform publishers and correlators on the various components of the WIDA Standards 

Framework and of their applicability to the development of instructional materials 
 

Primary Audience 
• Publishers and correlators responsible for ensuring their instructional materials address 

language development as defined by the WIDA English and Spanish Language 
Development Standards  

• District administrators, instructional coaches, and teacher educators responsible for 
selecting instructional materials inclusive of or targeted to language learners 
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At WIDA, we have a unique perspective on how to conceptualize and use language 
development standards. We welcome the opportunity to work with both publishers and 
educators. We hope that in using this inventory, publishers and educators will gain a keener 
insight into the facets involved in the language development of language learners, both in the 
U.S. and internationally, as they pertain to products.   

Overview of the PRIME Process 
PRIME has two parts. In Part 1, you complete an inventory of the materials being reviewed, 
including information about the publisher, the materials’ intended purpose, and the intended 
audience. 
 
In Part 2, you answer a series of yes/no questions about the presence of the criteria in the 
materials. You also provide justification to support your “yes” responses. If additional 
explanations for “No” answers are relevant to readers’ understanding of the materials, you may 
also include that in your justification. Part 2 is divided into four steps which correspond to each 
of the four elements being inventoried; see the following table. 

 
PRIME at a Glance 

Standards Framework Elements Included in the PRIME Inventory 

1. Asset-based Philosophy 

A. Representation of Student Assets and Contributions 

2. Academic Language 

A. Discourse Dimension 

B. Sentence Dimension 

C. Word/Phrase Dimension 

3. Performance Definitions 

A. Representations of Levels of Language Proficiency 

B. Representations of Language Domains 

4. Strands of Model Performance Indicators and the Standards Matrices 

A. Connection to State Content Standards and WIDA Language Development Standards 

B. Cognitive Challenge for All Learners at All Levels of Language Proficiency 

C. Supports for Various Levels of Language Proficiency 

D. Accessibility to Grade Level Content 

E. Strands of Model Performance Indicators 
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PRIME Part 1: Provide Information about Materials 

Provide information about each title being correlated. 

Publication Title(s):  Istation Reading  
 
Publisher: Istation 
 
Materials/Program to be Reviewed:   
Istation Reading digital resources, Istation Reading supplementary teacher resources 
 
Tools of Instruction included in this review:   
Istation Reading Program, Interactive User Guide, Istation Reading formative and 
summative assessment reports 
 
Intended Teacher Audiences:   
Educators of ESL students receiving ELD instruction in the mainstream classroom, small, 
supported group settings, or remote learning opportunities grades K-8.    
 
Intended Student Audiences:   
Tier 1 ESL students receiving ELD supported instruction in the mainstream classroom 
small, supported group settings, or remote learning opportunities 
 
Language domains addressed in material:   
Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking 
 
Check which set of standards will be used in this correlation:  
 
☐  WIDA Spanish Language Development Standards 
☒  WIDA English Language Proficiency Standards 
 
WIDA Language Development Standards addressed: (e.g. Language of Mathematics).  
Istation Reading is a digital language and literacy curricula with literary resources 
supporting all WIDA Standards: Standard 1, Social and Instructional Language; Standard 
2, Language of Language Arts; Standard 3, Language of Mathematics; Standard 4, 
Language of Science; Standard 5, Language of Social Studies 
 
WIDA Language Proficiency Levels included:  
English Language Proficiency Level 1, Entering to Level 5 Bridging 
 
 
Most Recently Published Edition or Website:   
https://www.istation.com/ 
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In the space below explain the focus or intended use of the materials: 
Istation Reading collection provides a variety of resources and tools to support English 
Language Learners and ESL programming. Istation Reading provides research-based resources 
and teaching tools specifically designed to support language and literacy development in the 
preK-8th grade classroom.  Istation Reading provides access to the digital subscription platform 
focused on literacy and language development with the 5 key reading areas including:  phonics, 
phonemic awareness, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension. Istation Reading provides 
evaluative tools to help educators both monitor student’s language and literacy progression 
and adapt instruction to best meet their needs.  
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PRIME Part 2:  Correlate Your Materials  

1. Asset-Based Philosophy                                                        

A. Representation of Student Assets and Contributions 
The WIDA Standards Framework is grounded in an asset-based view of students and the 
resources and experiences they bring to the classroom, which is the basis for WIDA’s 
Can Do Philosophy.   

1) Are the student assets and contributions considered 
in the materials?   

Yes  No 

2) Are the student assets and contributions 
systematically considered throughout the materials? 

Yes  No 

Justification: Provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 
response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

1) Istation Reading offers consistent considerations for student’s linguistic assets 
in both a digital platform and teacher guided classroom support materials. The 
resources, instructional tools, and guided independent practice provide 
opportunities for students to achieve both social and academic English in 
English Language Proficiency Levels 1 to Level 5. The Istation Reading 
curriculum is specifically created with adapted resources designed for a variety 
of possible implementations including whole-group, teacher guided 
instruction, small-group supported instruction, guided independent practice 
and home-learning extensions. 

The example below highlights Istation Reading (Timeless Tales 2.0) design for English 
Language Proficiency Level 1-Entering to Level 5-Bridging PreK to 5th Grade Students 
with a consistent consideration of student’s linguistic assets.  The program provides 
an adaptive series of on-screen lessons that ensure the students are getting the 
language and literacy support needed at the appropriate language proficiency level: 
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2) The learning materials offered in Istation Reading provides opportunities 
for students to engage with core curriculum content with Language Arts, 
Science, Math and Social Studies concepts. The students thematic reading, 
listening comprehension components, grammar and vocabulary 
development ensure the students make cross-curricular connections with 
the content, new vocabulary, and concepts.  Istation Reading provides 
immediate feedback as the student progresses through the program 
ensuring the student is connecting previous on-screen thematic lessons and 
concepts. Highlighted below is an overview of the Istation Reading 
comprehensive Reading system for educators to support the multilingual 
learner with targeted and adapted instruction based on in-program 
development: 

In the highlighted examples below Istation Reading provides an adaptive instruction model 
with individualized feedback features. When students struggle with a new concept the 
students are provided additional scaffolding and real-time feedback.  The scope and 
sequence documentation highlighted below is adaptive with real-time data to support 
educators with additional small-group instruction and ideas for reteaching key concepts. The 
individualization provided in the Istation Reading platform takes the students assets and 
contributions into consideration both on and off screen.  A students performance data 
provides real-time instructional feedback for both the student and their educator to provide 
individualized language and/or literacy support. 
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2. Academic Language  
WIDA believes that developing language entails much more than learning words. WIDA 
organizes academic language into three dimensions:  discourse, sentence, and word/phrase 
dimensions situated in sociocultural contexts. Instructional material developers are encouraged 
to think of how the design of the materials can reflect academic language as multi-dimensional.   

A. Discourse Dimension (e.g., amount, structure, density, organization, 
cohesion, variety of speech/written text) 

 

1) Do the materials address language features at the 
discourse dimension in a consistent manner for all 
identified proficiency levels?  

Yes  No 

 

2) Are the language features at the discourse dimension 
addressed systematically throughout the materials? 

Yes  No 

 

Justification: Provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 
response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

1) Istation Reading addresses language features at the discourse dimension in a 
consistent manner. Istation Reading provides differentiation within each targeted 
cycle of study and each lesson has modifications to best support language and 
literacy development. The teacher resources and teacher-led priority report 
interventions inform educators of ways to provide small group instruction or 
individualized supported exploration at the discourse dimension.  

The resource example below illustrates a 4th grade teacher-led review and retell 
lesson.  Teachers provide students with discussion prompts at the discourse 
dimension to build background knowledge. 
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The lesson plan example below highlights the guided practice to build background 
knowledge and discourse dimension discussions: 

 

The example below illustrates the reading resource students would see on-screen to 
generate discourse dimension discussions: 
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2) The language features at the discourse dimension are addressed systematically 
throughout Istation Reading materials. Istation Reading supports discourse 
dimension language development with a broad range of lessons and tools for 
content- and thematic-based instruction.  The collection of materials provides 
personalized reading instruction for a range of English Language and Literacy 
Proficiency levels.  

The example below highlights the discourse dimension support features in Istation 
Reading. In this Life Cycle of a Frog text sequence students recount and sequence 
events. 
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. 
Through the parent-portal families are encouraged to engage in the following discourse-
level discussions through prompted questions: sequence of events, restate and conclude, 
explain and justify.  The visual provided below is an example of the many parent-portal 
resources available.  
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B. Sentence Dimension (e.g., types, variety of grammatical structures, 
formulaic and idiomatic expressions; conventions) 

 

1) Do the materials address language features at the 
sentence dimension for all of the identified proficiency 
levels?  

Yes  No 

 

2) Are the language features at the sentence dimension 
appropriate for the identified proficiency levels? 

Yes  No 

 

3) Are the language features at the sentence dimension 
addressed systematically throughout the materials? 

Yes  No 

 

Justification: Provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 
response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

1) Istation Reading addresses language features at the sentence dimension in a 
consistent manner for English Language Proficiency Level 1- Entering to Level 5- 
Developing. Istation Reading provides differentiation within each targeted unit of 
study and each lesson addresses student language needs across all four language 
domains.  Educators are provided ways to support students at their individual 
language acquisition levels.  
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The following activity sequence supports Grade 2-3 students with sequential 
language: 
 

    
 

 
 
An example of Istation Reading supporting students to create complete sentences 
with modified sentence frames identifying components of the Scientific Method: 
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2)  The language features at the sentence dimension are appropriate for the identified 

proficiency levels in the Istation Reading materials. The multilingual learner is 
supported with a variety of language and literacy-based activities focused on 
grammatical support activities embedded into each cycle of study. 

The following text structure on-line activity illustrates the Istation Reading resources 
to support writing with cloze sentence vocabulary practice for key unit vocabulary: 
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3)  The language features at the sentence dimension are addressed systematically 
throughout Istation Reading. The resources are sequenced around cycles of study, 
with opportunities across all four language domains: Listening, Reading, Writing and 
Speaking within the sentence dimension. The materials provide additional sentence 
dimension scaffolded support as highlighted in the teacher-directed off-line support 
sequence.  In the guided practice section students are encouraged to product 
complete sentences using guided picture cards to sequence events. 

 
 
The example below is a teacher-directed off-line writing lesson focused on 
sequencing: 
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C. Word/Phrase Dimension (multiple meanings of words, general, specific, and 
technical language1) 

1) Do the materials address language features at the 
word/phrase dimension in a consistent manner for 
all identified proficiency levels? 

Yes  No 

2) Are words, expressions, and phrases represented in 
context?   

Yes  No 

3) Is the general, specific, and technical language 
appropriate for the targeted proficiency levels? 

Yes  No 

 

4) Is the general, specific, and technical2 language 
systematically presented throughout the materials? 

Yes  No 

Justification: Provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 
response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

1) Language features at the word/phrase dimension are addressed in a consistent 
manner for all identified proficiency levels. Istation Reading supports Language 
Proficiency Level 1 to Level 5, Developing. Each language and literacy cycle of 
study identifies tiered academic vocabulary at a tier 1 (the most common basic 
words used in everyday language),  tier 2 (high-frequency words and multiple-
meaning words across the content areas), tier 3 (low-frequency words that are 
used in specific content area or domains) as aligned to the level of complexity.  

The following example highlights the Leveled Reader activity for the text, Properties 
of Matter in which students learn content-specific vocabulary in a consistent manner 
for all identified proficiency levels with supported scaffolds throughout each 
vocabulary sequence: 
 

 
 

 

 
1General language refers to words or expressions not typically associated with a specific content areas (e.g., 
describe a book).   
Specific language refers to words or expressions used across multiple academic content areas in school (chart, 
total, individual).  
Technical language refers to the most precise words or expressions associated with topics within academic content 
areas in school and is reflective of age and developmental milestones.e  
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The following examples in Istation Reading NexLevel Arcade provide students with 
comprehensive word analysis and vocabulary development games: 
 

 
 



 

19 | P a g e  
 
 

 
2)   Words, expressions, and phrases are represented in context. Each cycle of study 

provides educators with a vocabulary focus in which there is a contextualized 
introduction to key terms, guided practice, independent practice opportunities 
and checks for understanding embedded throughout each lesson.  Students 
engage with unit vocabulary across all four language domains: Listening to key 
words introduced and modeled, Reading new vocabulary in guided passages, 
practicing and discussing new vocabulary with peers, and writing the new terms in 
teacher-directed guided practice. 

The following example highlights the Istation Reading Vocabulary Practice: 

 

3) The general, specific, and technical language are appropriate for the targeted 
proficiency levels. Istation Reading has resources for English Language Proficiency 
Level 1-Entering to Level 5- Developing. Tiered academic language is addressed 
within each cycle of study providing students multiple exposures and 
opportunities to learn the vocabulary in a variety of contexts. 

The following examples in Istation Reading NexLevel Arcade provide students with 
comprehensive word analysis and vocabulary development games: 
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4) The general, specific, and technical language is systematically presented 
throughout Istation Reading. The collection of resources provides grade-level 
differentiation to support a variety of language levels in a classroom.  In each cycle 
of study, students focus on word work, grammar and English conventions and 
writing using newly acquired unit vocabulary: 

Highlighted below is an example of an Istation Reading vocabulary activity that 
supports general, specific, and technical language development with visual support 
and cues: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

21 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 

Highlighted below is an example of an Istation Reading Reading vocabulary activity 
that supports general, specific, and technical language development with visual 
support and context cues: 
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3. Performance Definitions  
The WIDA Performance Definitions define the WIDA levels of language proficiency in 
terms of the three dimensions of academic language described above (discourse, 
sentence, word/phrase) and across six levels of language development. 

A. Representation of Levels of Language Proficiency 
 

1) Do the materials differentiate between the language 
proficiency levels?  

Yes  No 

2) Is differentiation of language proficiency 
developmentally and linguistically appropriate for 
the designated language levels?   

Yes  No 

3) Is differentiation of language systematically 
addressed throughout the materials? 

Yes  No 

Justification: Provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 
response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers.  

1) Istation Reading does not differentiate between all WIDA language 
proficiency levels. Istation Reading is designed to be a supplementary K-8 
language and literacy support program.  The program follows a blended learning 
model with support structures, teacher-led instruction, online student 
individualized practice and facilitated classroom resources.  The differentiated 
scaffolds include both audio and visual supports, resources to build students’ 
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background knowledge and vocabulary, and a thematic approach to grade-level 
content. 

2)   The differentiation of language proficiency is developmentally and linguistically 
appropriate for the designated proficiency levels. 

The example below in Istation Reading illustrates how differentiation for language 
proficiency is developmentally and linguistically appropriate for the identified English 
Language Proficiency Levels in the following Scope and Sequence resources.  Each 
grade level band provides cyclical exposure to key language and literacy concepts.  
Throughout each cycle, students individualized remediation will determine both areas 
of continued support and growth.  Educators can modify instruction through guided 
skill group instruction with continued focus on key language and literacy concepts. 
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3) The differentiation of language is systematically addressed throughout the 
materials. Istation Reading provides scaffolded support for English Language 
Proficiency Level 1-Entering to Level 5- Developing.  Each student’s on-screen 
language and literacy pathway is individualized based upon an adaptive 
assessment tool and continued progress within Istation Reading.  As students 
progress in the program their performance data provides educators with 
meaningful resources and individualized remediation resources.   

Highlighted below are features of the Istation Reading educator dashboard that 
enable educators to provide additional teacher-led instruction and support based 
upon student on-screen performance: 
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29 | P a g e  
 
 

 

The following example highlights the Istation Reading Power Path in which students 
assist in directing their on-screen language and literacy experiences: 
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B. Representation of Language Domains 
WIDA defines language through expressive (speaking and writing) and receptive 
(reading and listening) domains situated in various sociocultural contexts. 

1) Are the language domains (listening, speaking, 
reading, and writing) targeted in the materials?  

Yes  No 

2) Are the targeted language domains presented within 
the context of language proficiency levels? 

Yes  No 

3) Are the targeted language domains systematically 
integrated throughout the materials? 

Yes  No 

Justification: Provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 
response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

1) Istation Reading provides explicit practice in all four language domains:  Listening, 
Speaking, Reading and Writing. Istation Reading provides scaffolded support for 
English Language Proficiency Level 1- Entering to Level 5- Developing in all four 
language domains.  

The example highlighted below illustrates explicit practice in all four language 
domains:  

 
 
Reading and Speaking Domain Tasks in which students read on-screen two 
different texts.  Students then continue through a sequence of compare and contrast 
activities. Students continue to work with the text concepts through in-class 
discussions. 
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Listening Domain Task.  Students listen to a story or text. In this activity sequence 
after students listen to the initial passage, they choose what will happen next. 
 

 
 
Reading and Writing Domain Tasks.  Students read a passage.  Students then 
complete a series of close-sentence on-screen writing prompts to demonstrate 
comprehension. 
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Writing Domain Task:  Students explore a Writing Rules in-depth online lesson which 
focuses on how to organize ideas and information logically. Students create a story with the 
teacher where they organize a story using information and evidence.  
 

2) The targeted language domains are presented within the context of English 
Language Proficiency Level 1- Entering to Level 5- Developing throughout Istation 
Reading. The instructional tips and resources support scaffolded instruction across 
all four language domains with both on and off-screen opportunities for 
meaningful guided practice. 

The example below highlights Istation Reading data reports providing educators 
valuable resources about student language and literacy performance to provide 
additional guided instruction practice in a small or whole group setting: 
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3) The targeted domains are systematically integrated in Istation Reading. Each 
integrated cycle of lessons has embedded practice with Listening Comprehension, 
Reading, Speaking and Writing. 

The following highlights an integrated sequence of activities provided to support 
language and content learning across all four language domains: 
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4. The Strands of Model Performance Indicators and 
the Standards Matrices  
The Strands of Model Performance Indicators (MPIs) provide sample representations of 
how language is processed or produced within particular disciplines and learning 
contexts.  WIDA has five language development standards representing language in the 
following areas: Social and Instructional Language, The Language of Language Arts, The 
Language of Mathematics, The Language of Science, The Language of Social Studies as 
well as complementary strands including The Language of Music and Performing Arts, 
The Language of Humanities, The Language of Visual Arts.   

The Standards Matrices are organized by standard, grade level, and domain (Listening, 
Speaking, Reading, and Writing).  The standards matrices make an explicit connection to 
state academic content standards and include an example for language use.  Each MPI 
includes a uniform cognitive function (adopted from Bloom’s taxonomy) which 
represents how educators can maintain the cognitive demand of an activity while 
differentiating for language.  Each MPI provides examples of what students can 
reasonably be expected to do with language using various supports.   

A. Connection to State Content Standards and WIDA Language Development 
Standards  
 

1) Do the materials connect the language development 
standards to the state academic content standards?  

Yes  No 

2) Are the academic content standards systematically 
represented throughout the materials? 

Yes  No 

3) Are social and instructional language and one or 
more of the remaining WIDA Standards present in 
the materials?  

Yes  No 

Justification: Provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 
response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

1) The materials connect the language development standards to the state academic 
content standards. Istation Reading provides educators with alignment 
documentation to both Common Core Standards, State standards and alignment 
to National language proficiency standards. Although, the WIDA ELD Standards 
are not explicitly stated in the Istation Reading materials, there is evidence the 
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program addressed the following standards:  Standard 1, Social and Instructional 
Language, Standard 2, The Language of Language Arts, Standard 3, The language 
of Mathematics, Standard 4, the Language of Science, and Standard 5, The 
Language of Social Studies. The Teacher Dashboard provides educators with the 
alignment documentation to Common Core Standards, selected state standards, 
and Text Lexile® information. Istation Reading provides educators with cross-
curricular lessons to model comprehension strategies, thematically organized texts 
that are introduced with interspersed comprehension checks to build both stamina 
and self-monitoring skills, audio-playback features to model both language and 
fluency.  

Highlighted below is an overview of Istation Reading cross-curricular texts in the 
Istation Reading Library:  
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2) The academic content standards are systematically represented throughout the 
materials. Istation Reading provides support for English Language Proficiency 
Level 1- Entering to Level 5- Developing in all four language domains. The 
materials are specifically created with resources designed for a variety of possible 
implementations including whole-group teacher-guided instruction, small-group 
supported instruction, guided independent practice and home-learning 
extensions. 
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The documentation below highlights how Istation Reading ISIP Early Reading helps to 
inform student off-screen performance and a teacher’s cross-curricular lessons: 
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The documentation below highlights how Istation Reading CCSS ELA alignment  with 
specific focus on providing students with cross-curricular texts and genres: 

 

 

3) Although, the WIDA ELD Standards are not explicitly identified in the materials, 
there is evidence the program addresses the WIDA ELD standards: Standard 1, 
Social and instructional Language, Standard 2, The Language of Language Arts, 
Standard 3, The language of Mathematics, Standard 4, the Language of Science, 
and Standard 5, The Language of Social Studies. Istation Reading provides 
exposure to grade-level language and literacy content (PreKindergarten-8th 
Grade).  Within each integrated lesson cycle, there are a variety of lessons with 
specific targeted academic vocabulary, a standard focus, and a language focus.   
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Highlighted below Istation Reading drive individualized language and literacy 
instruction for the multilingual learner. 

WIDA Standard 1, WIDA Standard 2, and WIDA Standard 4.  Amazonia Alert text series 
helps students learn about the rainforest, deforestation and lifestyle choices they can 
make to be better stewards of Earth’s natural resources. 

 

WIDA Standard 1, WIDA Standard 2, WIDA Standard 3 and WIDA Standard 4.  Race for 
the Moon Article and Activity Sequence helps students learn about key historical and 
scientific events.  In addition to learning key vocabulary students learn about the 
impact of gravity on weight through a series of calculations. 
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WIDA Standard 1, WIDA Standard 2, WIDA Standard 3 and WIDA Standard 4.  Explore 
Yellowstone helps students learn all about Yellowstone. Students learn to compare 
details of some of the many formations found throughout the park including geysers, 
mudpots and hotsprings. 

    

B. Cognitive Challenge for All Learners at All Levels of Language Proficiency 
 

1) Do materials present an opportunity for language 
learners to engage in various cognitive functions 
(higher order thinking skills from Bloom’s 
taxonomy) regardless of their language level? 

Yes  No 

2) Are opportunities for engaging in higher order 
thinking systematically addressed in the materials? 

Yes  No 

  

Justification: Provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 
response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

1) The materials present an opportunity for language learners to engage in various 
cognitive functions as appropriate for the targeted audience. Istation Reading is 
designed with embedded scaffolding to differentiate language and literacy 
instruction. Throughout each lesson cycle, students are exposed to depth of 
knowledge questions within the following sequence of lesson activities; building 
background understanding, in-depth small group or whole class introductory 
discussions, listening comprehension sequence with new unit vocabulary, shared 
writing activities, targeted genre reading and comprehension questions.  
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The following Istation Reading example presents an opportunity for language learners 
to engage in various cognitive functions appropriate for the indicated target student 
audience. The writing rules is both an online and teacher directed lesson sequence.  
Students at each grade level are provided resources and ideas to support and 
organized written response.  
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2) The opportunities for engaging in higher order thinking are systematically 
addressed in Istation Reading. Each of lesson cycles provide an instructional focus 
with clear language and literacy objectives, opportunities for cross-curricular 
language development across all four language domains.  

The example below from an Istation Reading digital lesson plan highlights 
opportunities for engaging in higher order thinking by carefully determining the main 
ideas and supporting details within a complex text.  Students are encouraged to both 
ask and answer questions that help determine the author’s purpose for a passage and 
identify key concepts.  
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C. Supports for Various Levels of Language Proficiency 
 

1) Do the materials provide scaffolding supports for 
students to advance within a proficiency level? 

Yes  No 

2) Do the materials provide scaffolding supports for 
students to progress from one proficiency level to 
the next? 

Yes  No 

3) Are scaffolding supports presented systematically 
throughout the materials?   

Yes  No 

Justification: Provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 
response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

1) The materials provide scaffolding supports for students to advance within an 
English Language Proficiency Level. Istation Reading supports include an 
instructional focus, a language objective, a vocabulary focus, resources to build 
background and context for the multilingual learner, paired, guided and 
independent practice with strategic remediation.  

Highlighted below Istation Reading, the student summary data reporting indicates 
how to support students’ advancement within an English Language Proficiency Level: 
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Highlighted below Istation Reading, the domain growth can be filtered to look at the 
following key features: phonemic awareness, phonics, genre study, word analysis, 
vocabulary development, and comprehension. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

46 | P a g e  
 
 

 

 

2) The materials provide scaffolding supports for students to progress from one 
English language proficiency level to the next. Istation Reading materials are 
designed with embedded scaffolding to differentiate language and literacy 
instruction.  

The examples highlighted below demonstrate another Istation Reading teacher data 
report to provide targeted support and remediation: 
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3) The scaffolding supports are presented systematically throughout Istation 
Reading. The introduction to each unit provides engaging video sequence to 
support context for the new learning, incorporates academic language and targets 
content-specific vocabulary.  Each teacher-guided or on-screen student self-
directed activity scaffolds context with assistance through visual supports, 
modeling, and cultural contextual connections. 

The example provided illustrate the scaffolded support presented through Istation 
Reading.  The following text sequence example models how to identify a fact from 
opinion. Students are provided with the opportunity to decide if a statement is a fact 
or an opinion with help from a reference guide.  Students are encouraged to evaluate 
specific language within the text to identify factual language and opinion statements. 
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D. Accessibility to Grade Level Content 

1) Is linguistically and developmentally appropriate 
grade-level content present in the materials? 

Yes  No 

2) Is grade-level content accessible for the targeted 
levels of language proficiency? 

Yes  No 

3) Is the grade-level content systematically presented 
throughout the materials? 

Yes  No 
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Justification: Provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 
response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

1) Linguistically and developmentally appropriate grade-level content is present in 
the Istation Reading materials. Opportunities for thematic reading, listening 
comprehension components, grammar, and vocabulary development ensure the 
students make personal connections with the content, new academic vocabulary, 
and concepts. 

The example below the linguistically and developmentally appropriate grade-level 
content present in Istation Reading.  The following word choice sequence supports 
students language development across all four language domains and helps students 
to identify word choice in a written text and when students are constructing their own 
writing.  
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2) The grade-level content in Istation Reading is accessible for the targeted levels of 

language proficiency. The grade level content is scaffolded with supports at each 
of the identified English Language Proficiency level to help students build critical 
thinking skills. The word choice sequence presented above highlights the 
linguistically and developmentally appropriate grade level content present in 
Istation Reading.  The scaffolds within this sequence support multilingual learners.  
Additionally the following support scaffolds are available throughout the program; 
instructional video sequences, graphic instructional tool, frequent comprehension 
checks, audio playback features to support listening comprehension, word analysis 
and vocabulary support, multimedia supports, and text annotation features.  
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3) The grade-level content in Istation Reading is presented systematically through 
the grade-level scope and sequence. Istation Reading is designed to provide 
research-based resources and teaching strategies to support the multilingual 
student achieve success with social and academic English. The resources appeal to 
a variety of learning styles, supporting students by providing engaging content, 
opportunities for student voice and choice through the end-of-unit discussion and 
project protocol.  

The example sequence below highlights the grade-level content resources present in 
Istation Reading.  
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E. Strands of Model Performance Indicators   

1) Do materials include a range of language functions? Yes  No 

2) Are the language functions incorporated into a 
communicative goal or activity? 

Yes  No 

3) Do the language functions support the progression 
of language development? 

Yes  No 

Justification: Provide examples from materials as evidence to support each “yes” 
response for this section. Provide descriptions, not just page numbers. 

1) Istation Reading provides a range of language functions. Examples of language 
functions found throughout the program includes; list, identify, classify, state, 
restates, describe, explain, argue, and justify.  

The example provided illustrate the scaffolded support presented through Istation 
Reading.  The following text sequence example models how to identify a fact from 
opinion. Students are provided with the opportunity to decide and justify if a 
statement is a fact or an opinion with help from a reference guide.  Students are 
encouraged to evaluate specific language within the text to identify factual language 
and opinion statements. 
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2) Language functions are incorporated into lesson-cycle goals throughout IStstion 
Reading. Each integrated lesson cycle provides activities that integrate all four 
language domains: listening, speaking, reading and writing.  

Highlighted below Istation Reading teacher-directed, comprehension reteaching 
activity.  Students recount orally the key events in the story using a graphic 
organizational tool and pictures: 

 

3) The language functions support the progression of language development 
throughout Istation Reading. The materials provide scaffolding supports for students 
to progress from one English language proficiency level to the next. Istation Reading 
individualized instruction is designed with embedded scaffolding to support the 
progression of language development in Kindergarten-8th Grade 

The examples highlighted below in Virtual World highlight a passage about Winston 
Churchill.  Students read one of Winston Churchill’s speeches and identify how 
repetition can be used as a writing technique to persuade others.  In this scaffolded 
activity sequence students are provided exposure to grade-level appropriate content 
with language and literacy scaffolds to ensure success. The following language 
functions; identify, distinguish, describe, justify, argue and explain  support the 
progression of language development throughout this activity sequence. 
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